
RITA S. EPPLER 
 
RITA S. EPPLER, currently retired, was appointed a United 
States Administrative Law Judge for the Social Security 
Administration in Columbus, Ohio, in June of 1997.   She also 
served on the Board and as the National Grievance Chair for the 
Association of Administrative Law Judges. As National 
Grievance Chair she worked with a group of judges to represent 
her colleagues in arbitrations across the country. 
 
Judge Eppler has extensive appellate experience including 
arguing two cases before the United States Supreme Court. 
Ohio v. Akron Center for Reproductive Health, 497 U.S. 502 
(1990) (Ohio’s parental notification statute) and Wilson v. 
Seiter, 501 U.S. 294 (1991) (determined the standard for review 
of Eighth Amendment prison conditions actions). 

 
Prior to her appointment Judge Eppler was in private practice with a focus in labor and employment 
law and general civil litigation. For over 12 years she served as Chief of the Federal Litigation and 
Employment Law Sections for the Office of the Ohio Attorney General. 
  
Judge Eppler has litigated complex class actions, bench and jury trials before in the United States 
District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of Ohio. Illustrative cases include civil 
rights actions in the areas of school desegregation, search and seizure, human drug testing, 
excessive use of force, general challenges to the constitutionality of state statutes, and employment 
discrimination actions in the areas of race, gender, national origin, age, disability, and political 
discrimination. 
  
Judge Eppler has been active in numerous civic and professional organizations including: the 
Board of Directors and the Community Leadership Council for Advocacy & Protective Services, 
Inc. (“APSI”), the Court Appointed Special Advocates ("CASA") of Franklin County, the 
Neighborhood House, Inc., Government Affairs Committee of the Ohio Jewish Communities, Inc., 
the Regional Board for the Anti Defamation League of Central Ohio, and a variety of positions for 
Congregation Beth Tikva. Judge Eppler also has served on various committees for the Columbus 
Jewish Federation, including Holocaust Education and has served on the Holocaust Education 
Committee and Master of Ceremonies for City of Columbus Holocaust Remembrance Program, 
for the last 20 years. She has been a member of the American Inns of Court, and served as president 
for four years.  She has also been active in local bar and court committees including appointment 
for multiple years to the Local Rules Advisory Committee for the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of Ohio.  
 
Judge Eppler, was married to the late David Goss, a professor emeritus and former chair of the 
Department of Mathematics at The Ohio State University.  She has two adult children, her daughter 
is a special education teacher in the public schools in Cincinnati Ohio and her son is a student 
working on his PhD in Quantum Physics at the University of California at Berkeley.  
 


